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NEWS UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 2018

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
New in 2019: Shared Membership!
We realize that not all women are financially able to join Impact100 Sonoma. To create an
opportunity for these women in 2019, we will implement a pilot program of five shared
memberships. Here’s how it works: Two women = one full membership = 1 vote. Each
woman is responsible for finding a partner and they can split the membership fee of $1,000
between them. As full members, both can participate in all activities and committees with the
exception that they will share one vote to decide which nonprofits will receive grants. For
2019 we will accept five shared memberships on a firstcome firstserved basis. Please pass
the word! To learn more contact Sarah Carroll, Asst. Membership Chair (cell 7074477620).

Shop and Support Impact100!
From September 2 – 8, Artifax ArttoWear Clothing Boutique, 450C 1st St. East,
Sonoma, will donate 15% of all purchases (excluding sale items) made by members and their
guests to support our operating expenses. All you need to do is mention Impact100. Be sure
to shop during this 7day period, and bring a friend!

Nonprofit News & Needs!
Become a CASA volunteer – a powerful voice in the life of a foster child. The next training
begins September 6. Call 7075656375 or visit www.sonomacasa.org.
Hanna Boys Center’s Professionals Networking Breakfast, September 13, 7:00 – 9:00
am, featuring Ashanti Branch, founder of The Ever Forward Club providing support for African
American and Latino males. Click here for more info.
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CoPresidents Judith Walsh, Gera Vaz and Lynne Lancaster led over fifty members, friends, and a few pets, in
celebration of July 4th and of every nonprofit that has received a grant from Impact100.

IMPACT100 SONOMA
HIGHLIGHTS:
Summertime isn’t so sleepy at Impact100!
August offered several opportunities for
members and guests to gather –
For a nohost evening in the beautiful
gardens of Landmark Vineyards, our first and
very wellattended event in Kenwood.
At our annual Summer Garden Party where
members and guests inaugurated the 10th
Anniversary of Impact100 Sonoma.
For another casual gathering of members,
family and friends at Sonoma’s Tuesday
Farmers Market Impact100 table (the last
Tuesday of the month).

Quick Calendar:
September 2 – 8 – Shop at Artifax Art
toWear Clothing Boutique and Benefit
Impact100. Scroll up to Important
Announcements for details.
September 15 – Deadline for 2019
NextGen Applications. See NextGen article
below for more information.
September 20 – Member Recruitment
event at Gundlach Bundschu Winery,
5:30 – 7:00 pm. Bring a friend who might
be interested in joining Impact100. Watch for
an invitation soon.
September 25  Tuesday Night Farmers
Market Gathering, 5:30  7:00 pm,
Sonoma Plaza near the rose
garden. Bring a friend, spouse or partner
and stop by the Impact100 Sonoma table.
Bring wine, a bite to share, or just your smile.
No RSVP needed.

PRESIDENTS' LETTER
Dear Impact100 Sonoma Members,
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It seems like a long time since we met in June at the Annual Awards Celebration and awarded
$306,000 in grants to Sonoma Valley nonprofits. Over the summer, our Board and committee
members have been hard at work planning for the upcoming year—our tenth year of Impact100
Sonoma.
The tenth anniversary of Impact100 kicked off with pizzazz at the Summer Garden Party on
August 18, where all but one of our past presidents were in attendance and our two founders
cut the cake. You can read more about it in this issue. We look forward to more special
celebrations of our first decade of giving.
As we plan for the upcoming year, one issue at the forefront is how to ensure that our own
organization’s operations are fully funded. The $1,000 donation given by each member goes
directly to the nonprofits, but does not support the expenses that keep Impact100 Sonoma
running. To cover our operations, we depend primarily on Members Plus, those who donate an
extra amount to fund Impact100 at the time of joining or renewing. In addition, we are
working hard to find new approaches to raising these important funds. For example, we have
already secured several 10th Anniversary sponsors who will underwrite an event or make a
donation.
We have also experimented with charging for events, a model used by other Impact100 groups.
On a trial basis, members bought a $20 ticket to attend the Summer Garden Party. With 70
members attending, we raised $1400. This paid for the event. We also hosted approximately 20
guests at no charge, a number of whom intend to join.
Additionally, we held our firstever raffle at the Summer Garden Party. This was a test to see
how challenging it is to manage the process of taking online payments, getting items donated,
accounting for the sales, etc., and to see how many members would buy tickets. We sold over
$1800 in raffle tickets at $20 each—a profit that will go directly to operations. We also learned a
lot. While a moneyearner, it takes a fair amount of effort and not all members are convinced
raffles should be part of what we do.
As we move into autumn, watch for your membership renewal information via mail and/or
email.
We always value your input and look forward to seeing you at the next event!
Lynne Lancaster, Gera Vaz and Judith Walsh
CoPresidents

SUMMER GARDEN PARTY – CELEBRATING A MILESTONE
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Impact100 presidents past and present: Gera Vaz, Lynne Lancaster, Sydney Randazzo, Celia Canfield, founders Christine
Dohrmann and Annette Lamont, Wendy Hoffman, Judith Walsh

Under the welcoming shade of a weeping willow
and surrounded by vineyards and flower beds,
members honored Impact100 Sonoma founders
Annette Lamont and Christine Dohrmann for their
vision and tenacity in forming our organization
that – ten years later – has become one of
Sonoma Valley’s largest funders.
In addition, every past President of Impact100
was able to attend (except for BJ Bischoff who
was out of town) and be acknowledged for her
contributions to growing and shaping the
organization.
Penny D’Allaird once again hosted this favorite
summertime event and, this year, as the kickoff
celebration of “Ten Years of Impact”, there were a
few surprises – live piano music provided by
Impact member Paula Szoka, a gorgeously
decorated 10th Anniversary cake that was cut by
the founders, a special “All about Me” drawing of
products and services won by guest Joei Malpass,
sumptuous food prepared by member and
formerprofessional chef Tracy Reynes, and of
course wines from top local vineyards.
Founders Christine Dohrmann and Annette Lamont

Ten years worth of thanks go to many people for the success of the lovely afternoon  All of the
members who purchased tickets to attend and who bought raffle tickets that raised $3210 to
support our growing organization’s operating expenses; host Penny D’Allaird; members Barbara
Chatham, Jerica Tercero and Joanne Warren for donating the items in the drawing; Don
Sebastiani & Sons and Landmark Vineyards for wine; and all of the Event Committee volunteers.
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Claudia Sims, Skye Halberg and guest Gayle Jenkins

NEXTGEN APPLICATIONS DUE SEPTEMBER 15!

Current NextGen members Angela Ryan, Nicole Moktan and Chelsie Runnings
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The Impact100 Sonoma NextGen Program gives the next generation of women—particularly
those who may not have the financial resources—an opportunity to become members through
twoyear scholarships. If you know someone roughly 21  39 who is looking to further her
professional career and/or has an interest in joining a thriving network of communityminded
women, the NextGen Program may be of interest. NextGen members can serve on the Board of
Directors, grant review and other committees, gain leadership skills and experience, and expand
their professional and personal networks. For more information and to apply online, go to
https://www.impact100sonoma.org/joinparticipate/nextgen. For questions please
contact Mary Marcussen.

MEMBER EDUCATION EVENT CULTURAL AWARENESS OF THE
SONOMA VALLEY LATINO COMMUNITY

Member Betzy Chavez sharing her professional and personal experiences as a Latina raised and working in Sonoma Valley

It took fewer than 36 hours to fill every spot for the membersonly Cultural Understanding
gathering on July 12 at the home of Cam McKinley. Betzy Chavez, Impact100 member and
Director of School Programs and Education at La Luz Center, led a conversation and participatory
exercises on topics that included religion, politics, judgments, cultural assumptions, socio
economics, empathy and engagement.
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Impact100 Administrative Assistant Chelsea Gregory, Mary Marcussen, Lynne Lancaster, Betsy Chavez, Vianette Contreras,
Sarah Carroll

Betzy, born in Mexico and raised in Sonoma County, with a Masters Degree in Counseling and
years of working locally, has a comprehensive understanding of the pulse of our Latino
neighbors. She, along with member Vianette Contreras, generously offered their perspectives on
the dynamics at play in Sonoma Valley. They, and everyone present, shared and expressed the
vision of Impact100 Sonoma – a thriving Sonoma Valley (for all!).

2018/19 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Front: Mary Marcussen, Helen Bohl, Claudia Sims, Lynne Lancaster, Judith Wash, Dana SimpsonStokes, Mary Jane Stolte,
Liz Tunney Williams. Rear: Marney Malik, Sarah Carroll, Cam McKinley, Margaret Grandy, Tracy Reynes, Angela Ryan. Not in
the photo: Meghan Marsh King, Chelsie Runnings, Gera Vaz.

Contact Us
Impact 100 Sonoma, P.O. Box 1958, Sonoma, CA 95476, (707) 9395007
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